ENG 690
Feminist Rhetorics &
the Digital
When: Summer 1 2020
Where: Online
Professor: Dr. Rory Lee
Email: ralee2@bsu.edu

Course Description:

The field of Rhetoric and Composition has a long and important tradition of applying
feminist perspectives and methodologies from research in social science, education,
and philosophy. In addition, leading feminist rhetorical scholars past and present have
shaped and continue to shape how we think about online environments and digital
literacy practices. In this online graduate seminar, we’ll survey Rhet/Comp’s subfield of
feminist rhetorical theories and practices (and how they’ve been informed by other
fields) in order to understand better current technofeminist studies, rhetorical action,
and research in digital public spheres. This course thus allows us to explore the
foundational texts in the history of
this subfield and make connections
with this history and the emerging
intersections between feminist
critique and digital practice. We’ll
also think with and through current
technofeminist rhetorical
perspectives and practices in order
to critically examine and grapple with
contemporary issues of digital ethics
and gender, including (but not limited
to) the #metoo movement, digital
toxic masculinity, TERF rhetorics, and
reproductive justice advocacy.
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Course Goals and Outcomes:

Upon successfully completing this course, you’ll be able to:
• think critically with and about feminism, rhetoric, (digital) technology, culture, and
the intersections
thereof;
• understand better
feminist theories,
epistemologies, and
methodologies and
their role in our field;
• apply feminist theories
and perspectives in the
analysis of various
(digital) texts
• explore issues and
histories from feminist
perspectives; and
• play

Assignments:
•
•
•
•

Weekly Discussions & Activities
Weekly Takeaways & Artifacts (4 total)
Feminist Analysis
Feminist Creation / Seminar Project

30%
20%
25%
25%

(300 points)
(200 points)
(250 points)
(250 points)

Total: 1000 points

Assignment Descriptions:
•

Weekly Discussions & Activities (30%): Given the remote and online
nature of this course, coupled with our conflicting summer schedules, we won’t
be able to have (digital) face-to-face discussions of the assigned readings. In lieu
of that, we’ll participate online in various conversations and activities throughout
the week on Canvas. In an effort both to avoid the potential monotony of online
conversations and to engage with the readings in multiple ways, each week’s
discussions and activities will operate according to a different set of instructions
that will be detailed in both the Course Calendar and the forum for said
discussions/activities. Each week’s set of discussions/activities will be worth 75
points, and we’ll do these during Weeks 2-5.
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•

Weekly Takeaways & Artifacts (20%): On Mondays (not including
Week 1), you’ll need to post in the “Discussions” page your weekly takeaway and
artifacts, which consists of the following: (1) a sentence or three that summarizes
your major takeaway from that week’s set of reading(s), and (2) an artifact (e.g.,
article, video, image, meme,
current event, etc.) as well as a
few sentences that briefly
explain how said artifact
connects to, complicates, and/or
clarifies ideas you encounter in
the week’s readings. In addition,
you’ll post brief responses to two
of your peers’
takeaways/artifacts. These
takeaways and artifacts are an
integral part of our course and
help you and your peers think
through theoretical readings and
make relevant connections.
You’ll complete this task four
times this summer, on the
Mondays of Weeks 2-5. The point
breakdown is as follows: your
takeaway & artifact is worth 30
points, and each reply is worth
10 points.

•

Feminist Analysis (25%): Drawing from feminist theory and frameworks
covered during the first few weeks, you’ll conduct a feminist analysis of a digital
text of your choosing. DUE: Wednesday June 3rd.

•

Feminist Creation / Seminar Project (25%): To cap off the semester,
you’ll either (1) create a digital feminist text or (2) create a seminar project. The
former can be in a
genre of your
choosing, and you’ll
articulate how it
qualifies as a
feminist digital text
and exhibits feminist
characteristics
within a
corresponding
Rhetorical
Rationale. The latter
can vary in terms of
the deliverable;
however, it needs to
be informed in some
way by the course
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content, and it should be practical in the sense that it has applicability and use
outside of our class. Examples of such projects could include but are not limited
to a conference proposal and presentation, the redesign of a course, a course
proposal and the curricular design of it, a workshop proposal and corresponding
materials, and a previous or new project revised for publication. DUE: Sunday,
June 14th.

Late Work:

Work should be turned in on time, but since we’re in the midst of a pandemic, I
understand that we’re all operating under less than ideal circumstances. I know too that
you might be experiencing (or may encounter) technological and/or mental health
issues that inhibit your ability to participate in full or on time. If this is the case, however,
please do keep me abreast of your situation whenever possible. In addition, extensions
are available for those with other extenuating or hindering circumstances (e.g., ADA,
health-related issues, emergencies, severe computer and technical problems, etc.). In
short, please do let me know if there’s a reason you don’t think you’ll be able to complete
your work on time, so we can negotiate a plan going forward.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity:

Since we’re all here to learn, I assume you won’t cheat or plagiarize. Although the
concept of originality is fraught and frequently misunderstood and oversimplified,
blatant plagiarism is still incredibly tacky. Plain and simple: it will not be tolerated.
If you have any questions concerning plagiarism and/or citation, please contact me. For
more information regarding Ball State’s policies on plagiarism and academic
dishonesty, you can view the Handbook of Students’ Rights and Responsibilities:
http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/s
tudentcode/viiethicspolicy

Disability Services:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please
contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in
that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be
contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
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Computer Access and Privileges:

Since this is an online course, you’ll need to have access to digital technologies in order
to participate. In particular, you’ll need to have Adobe Reader (which is free) to view and
read the assigned readings posted on Canvas that are in .pdf form.
In addition, you need to prepare yourself for potential technological problems. Yes, I’m
aware that computers crash and work gets misplaced/erased; thus, you need to take
precautions and be prepared for that possibility. Save your work frequently. Back up
your work. Buy a flashdrive. Create a cloud account. I urge you, however, to explain your
situation to me, as we all experience difficulties with computers and other technology.

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student
in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center to
get additional feedback on your writing. This summer, the
Writing Center is offering online appointments only due to the
ongoing pandemic. To schedule a free appointment to discuss
your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Their hours this
summer are Sunday through Thursday 10:00-10:00 and Friday
and Saturday 10:00-2:00.

Follow #BSUEnglish:

The English Department maintains a blog, Facebook page, and Twitter account. We
use these channels to relay information about jobs, internships, immersive learning
opportunities, alumni success stories, career ideas, cool events, great books, and
literary happenings. If you're thinking about the next step after college, you should
definitely follow the English department using these
resources.
• Blog: http://bsuenglish.com
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bsuenglishdepartment
• Twitter: @bsuenglish, #bsuenglish
• Instagram: @bsuenglish

Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty,
staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus
community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and
world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as
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evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response service information, go
to bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias or e-mail mc2@bsu.edu.

Civility Statement:
I will tolerate neither disruptive
language nor disruptive behavior.
Disruptive language includes—
but is not limited to—violent,
belligerent, and bigoted remarks,
including sexist, racist,
homophobic, transphobic, and
xenophobic language. While I do
not disagree that each of you
have a right to your own opinions,
inflammatory language founded
in ignorance, bigotry, or hate is
unacceptable and will be dealt
with immediately.

Syllabus Change Policy:

This syllabus is subject to reasonable modification given the needs of the class. If that
happens, I’ll keep you posted.
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Course Calendar
ENG 690: FEMINIST RHETORICS AND THE DIGITAL
Week 1 – A History of Challenging and Changing the Academy:
Origins of Feminist Theories and Epistemologies
Theory and History:
hooks, bell. “Feminism: A Movement to End Sexist Oppression.” Feminist Theory from
Margin to Center. South End P, 1984, pp. 17-31.
Hesse-Biber, Sharlene Nagy, et al. “Feminist Approaches to Research as a Process:
Reconceptualizing Epistemology, Methodology, and Method.” Feminist
Perspectives on Social Research, edited by Sharlene Nagy Hesse-Biber and
Michelle L. Yaiser, Oxford UP, 2004, pp. 3-26.
Jagger, Alison M. “Social Sciences.” Just Methods: An Interdisciplinary Feminist Reader,
edited by Alison M. Jagger, Paradigm Publishers, 2008, pp. 34-39.
Alcoff, Linda, and Elizabeth Potter. “Introduction: When Feminisms Intersect
Epistemology.” Feminist Epistemologies, edited by Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth
Potter, Routledge, 1993, pp. 1-14.
Application:
Smith, Dorothy E. “Women’s Perspective as a Radical Critique of Sociology.” Feminist
Perspectives on Social Research, edited by Sharlene Nagy Hesse-Biber and
Michelle L. Yaiser, Oxford UP, 2004, pp. 27-38.
Harding, Sandra. “Rethinking Standpoint Epistemology: What is ‘Strong Objectivity’?”
Feminist Epistemologies, edited by Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth Potter, Routledge,
1993, pp. 49-82.

Week 2 – Challenging and Changing the Humanities: Asking and
Recovering Like a Girl
Theory and History:
Jagger, Alison M. “Humanities.” Just Methods: An Interdisciplinary Feminist Reader,
edited by Alison M. Jagger, Paradigm Publishers, 2008, pp. 3-6.
Hesse-Biber, Sharlene Nagy, and Michelle L. Yaiser. “Difference Matters: Studying
Across Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality.” Feminist Perspectives on Social
Research, edited by Sharlene Nagy Hesse-Biber and Michelle L. Yaiser, Oxford
UP, 2004, pp. 101-120.
Royster, Jacqueline Jones, and Gesa E. Kirsch. “Critical Imagination.” Feminist

Rhetorical Practices: New Horizons for Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy
Studies. Southern Illinois UP, 2012, pp. 71-83.
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Application:
Kelly-Gadol, Joan. “The Social Relation of the Sexes: Methodological Implications of
Women’s History.” Just Methods: An Interdisciplinary Feminist Reader, edited by
Alison M. Jagger, Paradigm Publishers, 2008, pp. 6-13.
Hill Collins, Patricia. “Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance of
Black Feminist Thought.” Just Methods: An Interdisciplinary Feminist Reader,
edited by Alison M. Jagger, Paradigm Publishers, 2008, pp. 308-320.
Royster, Jacqueline Jones. “In Search of Rivers: Womanist Writers and the Essay.”

Traces of a Stream: Literacy and Social Change Among African American
Women. U of Pittsburgh P, 1994, pp. 17-41.

Week 3 – Reclaiming and Retelling Rhetorica: Feminist Doxa and
Praxis in Rhetorical Studies
Theory and History:
Glenn, Cheryl. “Mapping the Silences, or Remapping Rhetorical Territory.” Rhetoric

Retold: Regendering the Tradition from Antiquity through the Renaissance.

Southern Illinois UP, 1997, pp. 1-17.
Lunsford, Andrea A. “On Reclaiming Rhetorica.” Reclaiming Rhetorica: Women in the
Rhetorical Tradition, edited by Andrea A. Lunsford. U of Pittsburgh P, 1995, pp. 38.
Flynn, Elizabeth A., Patricia Sotirin, and Ann Brady. “Introduction: Feminist Rhetorical
Resilience—Possibilities and Impossibilities.” Feminist Rhetorical Resilience,
edited by Elizabeth A Flynn et al., Utah State UP, 2012, pp. 1-29.
Application:
Ratcliffe, Krista. “Defining Rhetorical Listening.” Rhetorical Listening: Identification,
Gender, Whiteness. Southern Illinois UP, 2005, pp. 17-46.
Swearingen, C. Jan. “Plato’s Women: Alternative Embodiments of Rhetoric.” The
Changing Tradition: Women in the History of Rhetoric, edited by Mason
Sutherland and Rebeca Sutcliffe, U of Calgary P, 1999, pp. 35-46.

Week 4 – Remixing Rhetorica: Making Feminist Rhetorical Knowledge,
2.0
Theory and History:
Ronald, Kate. “Forward.” Rhetorica in Motion: Feminist Rhetorical Methods &
Methodologies, edited by Eileen E. Schell and K.J. Rawson, U of Pittsburgh P.,
2010, pp. ix-xii.
McKee, Heidi A., and James E. Porter. “Rhetorica Online: Feminist Research Practices in
Cyberspace.” Rhetorica in Motion: Feminist Rhetorical Methods & Methodologies,
edited by Eileen E. Schell and K.J. Rawson, U of Pittsburgh P., 2010, pp. 152-170.
Application:
Almjeld, Jen, and Kristine Blair. “Multimodal Methods for Multimodal Literacies:
Establishing a Technofeminist Research Identity.” Composing (Media) =

Composing (Embodiment): Bodies, Technologies, Writing, the Teaching of
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Writing, edited by Kristin L. Arola and Anne Frances Wysocki, Utah State UP, 212,

pp. 97-109.
Gruwell, Leigh. “Wikipedia’s Politics of Exclusion: Gender, Epistemology, and Feminist
Rhetorical (In)action.” Computers and Composition, 37.1 (2015): 117-131. (21)
Gelms, Bridget, and Dustin Edwards. “A Technofeminist Approach to Platform
Rhetorics.” Computers and Composition Online (2019).

Week 5 – Issues and Events in Digital Rhetorical Feminism
TBD, but...
• #MeToo
• GamerGate
• (Digital) Toxic Masculinity
• TERF Rhetorics
• Reproductive Justice
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